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Abstract

Globalization has brought significant changes to various aspects of life, including education,
driven by rapid advancements in information and communication technology as well as
increasing intercultural interactions on a global scale. These developments require education
systems to adapt to a world that is becoming more complex and interconnected. In this context,
basic education plays a crucial role in preparing students to face global challenges from an early
age by fostering a global perspective through the learning process. This study aims to analyze
the relationship between globalization and basic education and to examine efforts to develop
students’ global perspectives through a literature review method by analyzing various relevant
scientific sources. The findings indicate that globalization encourages a paradigm shift in
education toward the development of 21st-century competencies, including critical thinking,
communication, collaboration, and digital literacy. However, these competencies need to be
balanced with the strengthening of local cultural values to ensure that students maintain a
strong national identity.

Keywords: Globalization, Basic Education, Global Perspective, Learning, Elementary School
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INTRODUCTION

Globalization is a phenomenon marked by the increasing openness of interactions
among countries in various aspects of life, such as economics, social affairs, culture,
politics, and education. The development of information and communication technology
has accelerated the exchange of information, knowledge, and culture across nations,
making the world increasingly interconnected. This condition has had a significant impact
on education systems, as educational institutions are required to adapt to increasingly
complex global changes and demands. In the era of globalization, education no longer
functions solely as a means of transferring knowledge, but also as a process that
encourages the development of critical thinking skills, communication abilities, and
individuals’ readiness to face various changes occurring in global society (Supardi et al.,
2025).

In the context of basic education, globalization has a considerable influence on the
learning process and students’ development. Elementary schools, as the initial stage of
formal education, play a strategic role in shaping students’ foundational knowledge,
attitudes, and skills. At this stage, students begin to be introduced to various social
concepts, cultures, and life values that shape their perspectives on the world. Therefore,
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basic education needs to be systematically designed to foster global awareness among
students so that they not only understand their local environment but also possess
broader insights into the dynamics of global life (Hamdina et al.,, 2024).

Along with the development of globalization, the concept of a global perspective in
education has emerged, emphasizing the importance of understanding international
relations, cultural diversity, and various global issues such as the environment, peace,
humanity, and sustainable development. A global perspective helps students view the
world more openly and understand that events occurring in one region can have impacts
on other regions. Through the development of a global perspective, students are expected
to develop tolerance, empathy, and the ability to appreciate differences within
multicultural societies (Aulia et al., 2025).

Furthermore, the advancement of digital technology as part of globalization has
also influenced the way students obtain information and knowledge. Today, learners can
easily access various learning resources through the internet, social media, and digital
learning platforms. This condition provides great opportunities for the education sector
to broaden students’ understanding of scientific developments and global issues
occurring in different parts of the world. However, the ease of access to information also
requires strong digital literacy skills so that students are able to critically evaluate
information and use technology wisely and responsibly (Supardi et al., 2025).

In facing these global dynamics, the role of teachers becomes very important in
directing the learning process so that it not only focuses on mastering academic material
but also on developing students’ global competencies. Teachers are expected to design
contextual learning by connecting lesson materials with phenomena occurring at both
local and global levels. Through innovative learning approaches, such as project-based
learning, discussions of global issues, and the utilization of digital technology, students
can better understand the relationship between the knowledge learned in the classroom
and the realities of life in global society (Hamdina et al., 2024). In addition, adaptive school
leadership is also an important factor in supporting the implementation of globalization-
and technology-based education in the 21st century (Oktaviani et al., 2025).

On the other hand, the implementation of a global perspective in basic education
also faces various challenges, particularly in maintaining a balance between developing
global awareness and strengthening local cultural values and national identity. Without
an appropriate approach, globalization may lead to shifts in cultural values and social
changes among students. This can be seen in changes in students’ mindsets, lifestyles, and
social interactions, which are increasingly influenced by global culture (Nurjannah et al.,
2025). Therefore, basic education needs to integrate local cultural values and national
character into the learning process so that students maintain a strong national identity
amid the continuing flow of globalization (Aulia et al., 2025).

METHOD

This study employed a library research approach aimed at examining and
analyzing various literature sources relevant to the topic of globalization and elementary
education, particularly in relation to the development of students’ global perspectives.
The library research was conducted by collecting various scientific sources in the form of
research journals, academic articles, books, and other scientific publications discussing
the influence of globalization on education and strategies for developing global
perspectives in elementary school learning. These sources were obtained through various
online-accessible scientific journal databases such as Google Scholar and educational
journal portals, considering the relevance of the topic, the credibility of the sources, and
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the year of publication to ensure that the information obtained was current and
scientifically accountable.

The data analysis process in this study was carried out through several stages,
namely the identification of literature sources, selection and classification of relevant
literature, content analysis, and synthesis of findings from previously published studies.
At the identification and selection stage, the researcher reviewed various articles related
to globalization in elementary education and the concept of global perspectives in
learning. Furthermore, the obtained data were analyzed descriptively to identify patterns,
concepts, and key findings related to the development of students’ global perspectives.
The results of the analysis were then systematically organized to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the relationship between globalization and the
development of global perspectives in elementary education.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Based on the analysis of several relevant journals, several major findings can be
identified regarding the relationship between globalization and education. First,
globalization has a significant influence on the world of education, particularly in the
utilization of technology and access to information in the learning process. Through
global education, students are able to gain broader knowledge and develop technological
skills needed in the digital era (Hamdina et al., 2024). Second, globalization is also related
to the development of students’ social values in learning. Although the influence is not
very strong, globalization can strengthen students’ social values and collaboration when
balanced with proper digital literacy and character education (Nurjannah et al,, 2025).
Third, adaptive leadership by school principals is an important factor in addressing the
challenges of technology and globalization in education. Principals who apply adaptive
leadership are capable of managing change, integrating technology, and creating
innovative and inclusive school environments (Oktaviani et al., 2025). Fourth,
educational innovation is an important step in adapting learning systems to the
development of the times. The renewal of methods, curriculum, and the use of technology
involving teachers and students can improve the quality of education to make it more
effective and relevant (Supardi et al., 2025). Fifth, global education also plays a role in
shaping a generation that possesses critical thinking skills, technological literacy, and
tolerant attitudes toward diversity. Although facing various challenges, global education
supported by innovation and collaboration among various parties can produce a
generation with strong character that is ready to face global changes (Aulia et al., 2025).

1. The Influence of Globalization on Elementary Education

Globalization has significantly influenced the development of educational systems,
including elementary education. The advancement of information and communication
technology enables the rapid and broad exchange of knowledge, so the learning process
is no longer limited to conventional learning resources such as textbooks and teacher
explanations in the classroom. Students can now access various information from
different parts of the world through the internet and digital media, which indirectly
broadens their understanding of global phenomena. This condition encourages
educational institutions to adjust learning approaches to make them more relevant to the
continuously evolving demands of the modern era.

On the other hand, globalization has also changed perspectives on the goals of
education. Education is no longer focused solely on mastering academic content, but also
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on developing 21st-century skills such as critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and
communication. These skills are essential for students to adapt to changes occurring in a
dynamic global society. Therefore, elementary education needs to integrate various
learning approaches that can optimally develop these competencies.

However, globalization also presents challenges to the educational world,
particularly in maintaining a balance between openness to global culture and the
preservation of local cultural values. Without proper character education, globalization
may lead to shifts in students’ social and cultural values. Therefore, elementary education
has the responsibility to instill character values, nationalism, and appreciation for local
culture so that students are able to face globalization without losing their national
identity.

2. The Importance of Developing a Global Perspective in Elementary School Students

The development of a global perspective among elementary school students is an
important aspect of education in the era of globalization. A global perspective can be
understood as an individual’s ability to observe and understand various global
phenomena broadly and to recognize the interconnection between local and global life.
Through this perspective, students not only learn about their surrounding environment
but also gain an understanding of the diversity of cultures, values, and ways of life existing
in different countries. As a result, students can develop open-mindedness, tolerance, and
the ability to appreciate differences, which are essential in an increasingly multicultural
society.

In addition, the development of a global perspective also contributes to building
students’ awareness of various global issues such as environmental problems, peace,
humanitarian issues, and sustainable development. By understanding these issues from
an early age, students are expected to develop empathy, social awareness, and
responsibility as members of the global community. A global perspective is not merely
oriented toward knowledge about other countries, but also toward the formation of
attitudes and character that encourage students to actively participate in creating a more
harmonious and sustainable global society.

3. Strategies for Developing a Global Perspective in Elementary School Learning

The development of a global perspective in elementary school learning can be
carried out through various strategies integrated into classroom learning activities. One
strategy that can be implemented is linking learning materials with global phenomena
relevant to students’ lives. For example, in Social Studies or Pancasila Education lessons,
teachers can introduce world cultural diversity, international relations, and various
global issues related to international society. This approach helps students understand
that the knowledge learned at school is connected to the dynamics of global life that
continue to evolve.

Furthermore, the use of innovative learning methods such as project-based
learning, group discussions, and the utilization of digital technology can also support the
development of students’ global perspectives. Through active and participatory learning
activities, students can explore information from various sources and learn to discuss and
exchange opinions regarding issues occurring around the world. The role of teachers is
very important as facilitators who guide students in critically understanding information
so that they can develop global insight while still maintaining awareness of local cultural
values and national identity.
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CONCLUSION

Globalization has brought significant changes in various aspects of life, including
the field of education, particularly elementary education. The development of information
technology, easy access to various sources of knowledge, and increasing interaction
among countries and cultures have made the world more open and interconnected. This
condition requires educational systems to adapt to these changes in order to remain
relevant to the demands of the modern era.

Elementary education plays a very important role as the initial stage in shaping
students’ knowledge, attitudes, and skills. At this level, students not only need to be
equipped with basic academic abilities such as reading, writing, and arithmetic, but also
need to be introduced to a global perspective so that they are able to understand an
increasingly complex world. By possessing a global perspective, students can learn to
understand various global issues, appreciate cultural diversity, and develop attitudes of
tolerance and cooperation.

To achieve this goal, the learning process in elementary schools needs to be
designed in a more innovative and adaptive manner toward global developments. The use
of technology in learning can help students obtain information more broadly and
interactively. In addition, the use of active, collaborative, and contextual learning methods
can encourage students to think critically, creatively, and solve problems related to real-
life situations.

Thus, elementary education not only functions as a place to acquire basic
knowledge but also as a means of preparing younger generations to possess global
insight, 21st-century skills, and strong character. Through a responsive curriculum, the
utilization of technology, and innovative learning approaches, elementary education is
expected to produce students who are ready to face future challenges amid the
increasingly dynamic development of the world.
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